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You may have created an estate plan, signed the documents and stored them safely away. But have you shared the plan with your family?

The events that put an estate plan into action, such as an accident, serious illness or hospitalization, rarely come with a warning. If you can't make medical or financial decisions, loved ones may need to step in quickly.

Powers of attorney and advance directives can help, but they work best when the people you've chosen know they exist, understand your wishes and know where to find them. 

Without access to these documents, family members may face delays, confusion and even court involvement.

A family conversation doesn't have to cover everything at once. Start by sharing your values, key decisions and who has important roles. If you need support, a financial advisor can serve as a helpful third-party to assist or facilitate the conversation.

A little preparation today can provide clarity and confidence when your family may need it most.
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