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Over the past few years, we’ve been reminded of how exposed we are to natural disasters. If you’ve been affected, how can you begin the recovery process?

First, call your insurance company. Next, contact your financial professional, who may have suggestions for tapping into your emergency fund or cash accounts.

You may also want to seek help from disaster relief organizations, such as the Red Cross or FEMA. 

And you may want to contact your employer, particularly if the disaster affects your ability to work. You could be eligible for some employee assistance programs. 

You’ll may also want to photograph the damage done to your home, if that’s possible. And go through your financial and insurance documents to see what you have and what you’re entitled to. You should be able to find these materials online. 

Finally, you may need to review your longer-term financial strategies, which might involve reallocating your investment dollars or setting new financial goals. 

Surviving a wildfire or other natural disaster is emotionally draining. But by making the right moves, and getting the help you need, you can get you back on the path toward rebuilding your life.  
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