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Are you turning 65 soon? It may be time to explore your Medicare options.
Your first and most important choice is choosing between Original Medicare and Medicare Advantage. 

Original Medicare includes Part A, which covers hospital stays, and Part B, which covers doctor’s visits. You’ll pay about $165 per month for Part B – after that, you can choose to pay for Part D, which covers prescription drugs, and Medigap, which covers gaps in Parts A and B.

Medicare Advantage, also known as Part C, is offered by private plans and basically replaces Medicare Parts A, B and Medigap. You’ll pay the same $165 per month for Part B coverage – beyond that, your payments will depend on which Advantage plan you choose. 
It's not always easy to compare Original Medicare with Medicare Advantage, especially because Advantage plans vary widely in networks, drug coverage, premiums, deductibles and ot-of-pocket maximums. 

To learn more about Medicare and Medicare Advantage, visit the government’s Medicare website. And ask friends and relatives which plans they use. 

Choosing the right type of Medicare coverage will take some research and comparisons – so leave yourself enough time to make the selection that best fits your needs. 
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