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Imagine this: A close family member is confused over a bank statement or ignores bills or makes strange and unnecessary purchases with a credit card. Could this be an early sign of Alzheimer’s?

It’s possible. And if it’s true, you may need to take action.
You could take some relatively small steps, such as setting up auto-pay for your loved one’s bills or putting your name on their checking account. You might also want to freeze their credit reports so no one can open a bogus credit line in their name.

 You might also consider some larger moves, such as creating a durable power of attorney so you could make financial decisions for you loved one. You might even want to work with a legal professional to establish a living trust, so that a trustee could manage your loved one’s money and make investment and spending decisions. 

Of course, all these moves will require you to clearly communicate your concerns to your loved one and get their buy-in on what you propose. That might not be easy – but it’s worth the effort
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